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Georg Walker og Hazel kona hans 4géari stundu.
Georgeand Hazel Walker ona goodday.

Verdlaun og vidurkenningar sem Walker hlaut.
Someof Walker's awardsand medals.

Visindamadurinn George Walker i Imperial College, London.
GeorgeWalker the scientist, at Imperial College, London.

Bifreid Walkers,Austin A40 Countryman med nimerid PZ-19,
fost | &a Austurlandi.

Walker gisti gjaran i tjaldi aferdum sinumum landid.
Walker stayedin atent on his field trips in lceland.

Walker's car, an Austin A40 Countryman, registration number PZ-19,
stuckin ariver in eastem Iceland.
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George Patrick Leonard Walker faeddist i London 2. mars arid 1926. Arid 1939
fluttist Walker med fidlskyldu sinni til Nordur irlands. Hann lauk menntaskdlanami
fra Wallace High School i Lisburn, &ur en hann hof ndm i jardfreedi og lauk B.Sc.
nami &rid 1947 og M.Sc. fra Queen’s University, Belfast, &rid 1949. Walker hof sidan
doktorsnam vid Haskdlann i Leeds og lauk padan doktorsprofi arid 1956. Ritgerdin
fjalladi um ummyndunarsteindir i tertiera jardlagastaflanum aNordur irlandi.

Walker vard adjunkt vid Imperial College, London, lektor &rid 1954 og dosent arid
1964. Hann kenndi almenna jardfreedi, steindafraedi og eldfjallafreedi. Hann var vid
Imperial College til arsins 1978. Hann flutti sig um set til Nyja Sjalands ario 1978
sem ,James Cook Research Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand“ med
adsetur vido Haskolann i Auckland. Par var hann par til i byrjun arsins 1981 ad hann
ték vid nystofnadri professorsstodu i eldfjallafreedum, sem kennd er vid Gordon A.
Macdonald vid Haskdlann i Manoa & Hawaii. Par var hann par til hann 1ét af storfum
fyrir aldurs sakir &rid 1996.

Arin 1954 — 1965 helgadi hann islandi ad mestu, en upp Gr pvi for hann ad ferdast
um heiminn til rannsékna & eldfjdllum um vida veréld. Hann lagdi upp i ferd til
Islands sumarid 1954, veentanlega ad aeggjan professors Leonards Hawkes sem
hafdi unnid nokkud & islandi. I peirri ferd skynjadi hann ad & Austurlandi vaeri mikill
opleegdur akur i jardfreedinni. Hann akvad ad saekja um naudsynleg leyfi og styrki
0g héf rannsoknir & sveedinu sumario 1955.

Walker hof kortlagningu sina & i elstu jardldgunum & Austurlandi, & sveedinu & milli
Nordfjardar og Reydarfjardar, og hefur pvi strax verid ljést ad elstu jardlogin &
sveedinu voru i Gerpi og & Bardsnesi. Neestu arin vann hann sig sidan upp i gegnum
jardlagastaflann og sudur eftir Austfjéréum i att til Hornafjardar.Vio vinnu sina &
Austurlandi naut Walker adstodar fjdlmargra stadenta sem hann leidbeindi m.a. til
doktorsndms og eitt sumarid munu hafa verid & hans vegum um 17 stddentar vid
vinnu og nam & Austurlandi.

Hazel kona hans var med honum flest sumur & islandi eftir ad pau giftu sig &rié 1958,
og Alison déttir peirra for i sina fyrstu for til islands arid 1962, pa & 68ru aldursari.
Sidar kom sonurinn Leonard einnig med i hépinn.

Walker fékk fijdlmargar vidurkenningar fyrir framlag sitt til jardvisindanna:

« Bréfafélagi Visindafélags islendinga 4rid 1968.

» Félagi i hinu Konunglega Breska Visindafélagi (FRS) arid 1975.

* Riddarakross Falkaordunnar arié 1980.

» McKay Hamarinn fra Jardfreedifélagi Nyja Sjélands arié 1982.

* Lyell verdlaun Jardfreedifélagsins i London &rid 1982.

» Félagi i Jarofreedifélagi Ameriku, 1987.

» Heidursfélagi hins Konunglega Visindafélags Nyja Sjalands, 1987.

+ Heidursdoktor fra Haskola islands &rid 1988.

» Heidursfélagi i Ameriska Jardedlisfraedi-sambandinu arid 1988.

Walker fékk Wollaston verdlaunin, sedstu verdlaun Jardfreedifélagsins i London
1995 og Sigurdar Porarinssonar verdlaunin fra International Association for

Volcanology and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI) — aedstu verdlaun i
eldfjallafreedum — &rid 1989.

George Walker fluttist aftur til Englands pegar hann komst & eftirlaunaaldur arié 1996.

George Walker lésti )
Gloucester aEnglandi 17. jantar 2005, a79. aldursari.

Heimild: Omar Bjarki Sméarason 2007.
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George was bom on 2 March, 1926 and was brought up in London and then, after the
outbreak of World War 2, in Northern Ireland. As a teenager he had decided that he
knew nothing about botany or geology, so he bought a book on each subject and became
rapidly captivated by the latter. He subsequently studied for his Bachelors (1947) and
Master's (1949) degrees in Geology at Queens University, Belfast, and then moved to the
University of Leeds to study the amygdale- filling minerals in the Tertiary basalt lavas of
the Antrim Plateau under W.Q. Kennedy, completing his Ph.D. in 1956. He was appointed
to an Assistant Lectureship at Imperial College in 1951, and was subsequently a Lecturer
(1954-1964) and Reader (1964-1978).

George’s research contributions focused around two areas, initially mineralogy, where he
specialised in studies of the zeolite minerals that had developed in ancient sequences of
basalt lavas, then subsequently in physical volcanology. His first major contributions arose
from his recognition that different combinations of the many zeolite species (about 60 of
which he was able to recognise casually in the field) were consistently present in specific
rock layers and thus showed how far below the original ground surface any particular
piece of lava had been buried. He started using these simple observations in studies of
volcanic rocks in Antrim and the Inner Hebrides to reconstruct the largely eroded shapes
of ancient volcanoes of which, for example, the islands of Mull and Skye are the
remnants. More notably, he then mapped huge areas of otherwise monotonous basalt
lava sequences in East Iceland and used the patterns of zeolite zonation to make
fundamental inferences about the structure of the upper parts of the Earth’s crust
there.These observations, gathered over months of painstaking fieldwork, were critical in
providing geological evidence for the process of sea-floor spreading during the
development of the revolutionary ideas in Earth Sciences that have since become known
as plate tectonics.

In 1963-67 the eruption of Surtsey occurred off the south coast of Iceland, and a visit to
see this live volcano captured George’s interest to the extent that he changed his research
direction from old, cold rocks into the products of young volcanism. From the mid 1960s
his research efforts were focused on young volcanic eruptions and their products.

In the period from 1967 to 1978, his studies covered a wide range of volcano types and
eruption styles, from active lava flows on Mount Etna through huge ancient lava flows in
the Deccan Traps of India, to the products of explosive eruptions in the Azores, Canary
Islands, Italy and elsewhere. In his work on lavas, he recognised the importance of non-
Newtonian rheology in controlling the morphology of lava flows, and of effusion rate in
controlling travel distances.

He moved with his family to Auckland in February 1978. New Zealand gave George a
new surge of creative energy, and he set about studying the explosive volcanism of the
Taupo Volcanic Zone with great gusto. In his time there, he made important contributions
to concepts of the eruptive styles and vigour of explosive eruptions, largely based around
deposits from four events from Taupoand Okataina volcanoes.

Unable to stay in New Zealand, George's final career move took him to the University of
Hawaii at Manoa in early 1981 to take up the newly established Gordon A. Macdonald
Chair in Volcanology, a post he held until retirement in 1996. In Hawaii, his interests
naturally turned once again to basaltic volcanoes and eruptive processes.

George’s achievements in research were recognised worldwide by elections as a Fellow of
the Royal Society of London in 1975, an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of New
Zealand in 1987, a Fellow of the Geological Society of America also in 1987, and as a
Fellow of the American Geophysical Union in 1988. For his work in Iceland he was elected
to honorary membership of the Iceland Science Society in 1968, received the Icelandic
Order of the Falcon in 1980 (a rare honour for a foreign national) and in 1988 received
an Honorary D.Sc. from the University of Iceland. From the UK, he received a D.Sc. from
the University of London in 1982, and the Lyell and Wollaston Medals of the Geological
Society of London in 1982 and 1995 respectively. In New Zealand, he won the McKay
Hammer Award of the Geological Society of New Zealand in 1982. Most fittingly, for one
with George’s career history, he was awarded the Thorarinsson Medal (the highest award
in volcanology) from the International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the
Earth’s Interior in 1989.

George’s success as a scientist also owed much to the support given to him for over 40
years by his wife Hazel, who not only raised their children but typed and retyped
manuscripts (in the days before word processors) and did large amounts of laboratory
work for him.

Ref.: Colin J.N.Wilson, University of Auckland. Bruce F.Houghton, University of Hawai.
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